The following item has been inspected and graded using the criteria and definitions as defined by SCDA: Circa 1905 1st Honus Wagner game used bat- Bat used to make his original Louisville Slugger. To date, in SCDA's opinion, this is the most historic bat associated with the Louisville Slugger company. 

The bat dates to the 1897 to 1911 era. This is proven by the omission of the "H" in the spelling of the word Pittsburg in the bats manufactures center brand. The post offices in the city of Pittsburg dropped the letter "H” during that time frame. 

The manufacture of the bat was Pittsburg Lucky Special and is so marked on the center brand. Since before 1905 players did not have endorsement contracts with any bat company, players used bats supplied by various sources, including bat makers from their local area. Since Honus played for the Pittsbrug Pirates, it makes sense he would have used a bat manufactured in that area.

Bats made prior to 1905 were absent of a player name. This practice had not occurred until 1905 when Louisville Slugger signed their first paid endorsee, Honus Wagner. This explains the absence of a name on this bat, and also lends credibility to the fact that the bat was most likely used prior to 1905 and his signing of the very first Louisville Slugger endorsee contract. 

After carefully examining the use, it has been determined that this bat exhibits use from one full season to possibly more. It was not uncommon for players from the dead ball era to use a bat for several seasons. Although it cannot be said for sure this bat was used for 2 or more seasons, the use is consistent with a bat having more than one season’s worth of use. So on theory, this bat could have had use consistent from being used during the 1903 season, that of the very first World Series. Honus thought very highly of this bat, and decided to use this as the bat Louisville Slugger would make all future bats from. 

The length measures in at 34.25” and weighs 39.5 ounces, both known preferences of Honus Wagner.  The bat has a small knob, round barrel, and is blanketed with finish patina from being stored in the vault of the original Louisville Slugger factory. The wood appears to be professional grade seasoned ash, thus adding to its extended use. It perfectly matches all known Honus Wagner factory records. 

This bat has two very unique and desirable features. The second not commonly found with side written bats, vintage 2” hash marks. When Honus decided to sign a contract with Louisville Slugger, he had to submit a bat as an example for all future Louisville Slugger bats to be made from. Since he was not under contract before 1905, the bat he would have submitted for his first Louisville could not have been a Slugger. So when he decided to send this favorite model in, Louisville marked it in a special way for the purpose of preserving it for all future models to spawn from. The special markings come in the way of side writing. Side writing is the process of a Louisville Slugger employee marking the side of the bat in grease pencil and identifying the bat by the player’s name. This bat is marked in very visible grease pencil  “John Wagner” (block letter).  A 7 ½” x ¾” area was stripped away for the application of the side writing. This is where the name was applied. The stripped area, style of lettering, medium used for the writing, and the placement of the writing is all very consistent with known examples of side written bats. Also present on this bat are vintage 2” spaced hash marks. This was done by the lathe hand to create caliper measurements. These measurements were then used to create future Honus Wagner Louisville Slugger bats. The final vintage identifier linking this bat directly to Honus was the addition of the word “Wagner” in script style of pencil writing as the 2” caliper measurements. 

These caliper measurements were compared to a 1905-1911 hand turned Louisville Slugger Honus Wagner decal bat. The special measurements, handle thickness, and knob style were a direct match, further supporting the case of this being the first bat sent to Louisville Slugger for future Honus bats to be made from. 

The bat exhibits heavy game use. This amount of use is consistent with a full season or more of game use. The surface is covered with a blackened vintage patina. There is a 5” multiple handle crack. To further support the fact that this bat was one favored by Honus, approximately approximately 17 vintage repair nails have supported the back of the barrel. This is a standard and documented practice for players from this era. 

Sincerely,

Dave Bushing

Authenticator, SCD Authentic

Dan Knoll

Authenticator, SCD Authentic

